Protecting the rights of future generations in national, international and EU law JDDO359XA0 

Brief subject description: 
The substantive and procedural aspects of protecting the rights of future generations is one of the most exciting areas of legal research today. The Hungarian Deputy Commissioner for the protection of the rights of future generations plays a prominent and internationally recognised role in the protection of the interests of future generations. The lecturers of the course are the former (2012-2016, Marcel Szabó) and the current (2017-, Gyula Bándi) Deputy Commissioner, and the course will provide a detailed introduction to the professional activities of the Deputy Commissioner for the Protection of the Rights of Future Generations, the case law of the European Court of Human Rights and the Court of Justice of the European Union in relation to future generations. The aim is to highlight for students the legal opportunities and shortcomings that are crucial for ensuring the protection of the rights of future generations. 

Practical knowledge to be acquired:
The course also presents the most important practical examples and legal cases related to the representation of the rights of future generations. 

Theoretical knowledge to be acquired: 
The course presents the most important theoretical and legal foundations related to representing the rights of future generations. 
 
Evaluation criteria: 
Attendance at the lectures is compulsory. At the end of the semester, students (at their discretion) prepare a study paper (40,000 words, including footnotes) related to their research topic and the protection of the rights of future generations (in which they may use the legal case they have presented during the semester and the feedback they received from the instructor and other students participating in the course), or they may take an oral colloquium on the course material.

Applied teaching methods: 
Part of the course consists of theoretical (lecture-style) presentations introducing the most important frameworks for representing the rights of future generations. 
As part of the course, students also analyze a legal case of their choice from the latest case law relating to the rights of future generations and present their research findings. 

Required literature:
· Bándi Gyula: A jövő nemzedék védelmének egyes jogi eszközei. Iustum Aequum Salutare, 2024/1, pp. 33-50. 
· Szabó Marcel: Az egészséges környezethez való jog anyagi jogi és eljárásjogi kérdései az Alkotmánybíróság újabb gyakorlatában. Acta Humana, 2022/2, pp. 77-92. 
· Szemesi Sándor: Mit tanulhatunk másoktól? A jövő nemzedékek egyéni igényérvényesítési lehetőségei a magyar Alkotmánybíróság eljárásában. Alkotmánybírósági Szemle, 2024/1, pp. 32-44. 
· Inigo González-Ricoy – Axel Gosseries (eds.): Institutions for Future Generations. Oxford University Press, 2016. 
· Bridget Lewis: Environmental Rights for Future Generations. Cambridge University Press, 2025. 

Recommended literature:
· Bándi Gyula: Az állam elkötelezettsége a jövő nemzedékek iránt. In: Csink Lóránt – Schanda Balázs – Varga Zs. András (szerk.): A magyar közjog alapintézményei. Pázmány Press, 2022, pp. 1181-1201. 
· Kinga Debisso – Marcel Szabó: An Institution for a Sustainable Future: The Hungarian Ombudsman for Future Generations. Hungarian Yearbook of International Law and European Law, Vol. 9, 2021, pp. 338-358. 
· Sulyok Katalin: A jövő nemzedékek érdeke mint a jelen generáció mozgásterének korlátja az Alkotmánybíróság és a Német Szövetségi Alkotmánybíróság legújabb döntéseiben. Közjogi Szemle, 2021/3, pp. 12-18. 
· Marie-Claire Cordonier Segger – Marcel Szabó – Alexandra Harrington (eds.): Intergenerational Justice in Sustainable Development Treaty Implementation. Cambridge University Press, 2016. 
 
Contribution of the subject to the acquisition of competence elements as defined in the Training and Outcome Requirements:
The course contributes to the development of doctoral-level competences as follows: 

The course helps students to creatively understand the connections between certain substantive and procedural legal issues related to representing the rights of future generations. The course also enables students to propose new legal solutions that have not (yet) been applied in practice to theoretical issues arising in connection with the representation of the rights of future generations. The course also helps students to identify new legal problems that may arise in the future and to propose adequate solutions to them. The subject matter of the course necessarily presupposes the proposal of new practical solutions and professional argumentation in support of the established legal position. 

Lecturer(s) of the subject:
Gyula Bándi – Marcel Szabó 



