JOEU40BXA0 - The scope and context of the values of the European Union 

Lecturer: Pünkösty, András PhD
Course description: The aim of the course is to provide a solid framework about the ethical evaluation of the actual operation and legal establishment of European integration. The core questions to be answered within the framework of the course are that how the shift recently palpable at EU level in connection with the values should be interpreted, what kind of substantiation it has, whether there are any practical implications thereof and how to ascertain it in the broader legal and ethical context. The course relies, by interdisciplinary means, on the so far relatively narrowly represented legal tradition in the context of EU law, which carries out examination of the law not only from the formal legal point of view but also places it into its sociological and philosophical context. The primary objective of the course is to discuss with the students the values of the EU and the scope of their application within a broader social context by using the ethical approach, in an interactive way, prompting them to develop and express their own position. 
1. The EU law and the ethical aspect, values of the EU in the Treaties and the sanction of breaching thereof (February 8, 2016)

2. The European identity, citizenship of the EU, the European Ethos (February 15, 2016) 

3. The respect of human dignity, Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, the jurisprudence of the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) regarding the protection of human rights

4. The conceptual significance of solidarity in EU law, possible directions of interpretation, case law (February 29, 2016) 

5. Democracy and the deficit of democracy in the EU, European citizens’ initiative, and representation and decision-making (March 7, 2016)

6. Subsidiarity and proportionality in EU law (March 21, 2016) 

7. Fundamental rights of the EU, the accession to the European Convention of Human Rights, jurisprudence of the CJEU 

8. Equality, equal opportunities and equal treatment in the EU (April 11, 2016) 

9. The basis of the values of the EU the challenges of substantiation thereof, the potential of the structural dialogue

10. The principles of external relations of the EU the ethical aspects, EU as a responsible global actor? 

11. The public sphere of the EU and religion, some aspects of the churches and confessional organisations by determining the values of the EU (May 2, 2016)

12. Conclusion, evaluation, consultation regarding the course studies (May 13, 2016.)
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