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Course description

The System of European Contract Law and Comparison with Hungarian Contract Law
Offered: autumn/spring semester
Code of the course: 
The name of the course: The System of European Contract Law and Comparison with Hungarian Contract Law
Place in the educational framework: 
Weekly number of classes (in a semester): Regular course: 2 classes/week
Manner of marking: written exam
Credit value: 6
Language of lectures: English
Lecturer: 

Ferenc SZILÁGYI, email: szilagyi.ferenc@jak.ppke.hu 
Course website: www.jak.ppke.hu/tanszek/polgjog/eucontractlaw.htm 
Scope of the course: 

The aim of the course is to provide an introduction to the system and central issues of European contract law by also taking reference to Hungarian contract law. While pursuing this, the Proposal of the European Commission for a Regulation on a European Sales Law [COM 2011 (635) final of 11 October 2011], and the so-called Academic Draft Common Frame of Reference (DCFR) is taken as point of reference. The primary objective of the course is to provide introduction and access to central issues of European and Hungarian contract law for non-Hungarian speaking European students also, with the benefit of explanation gained by applying the methods of comparative law.
Schedule of the course:

1. General introduction and presentation of the method used during the course; an overview of the development of European contract law within the process of deepening European integration
2. Overview of the system of European and Hungarian contract law; role and meaning of general principles (general clauses) in the system of contract law; basic concepts like that of ‘consumer’ and ‘business’, goods, sales contract, the notion of services, etc.)
3. Making a contract I: pre-contractual duties (pre-contractual information duties in general and the specific ones applicable to B2C, remedies for breach of these duties)
4. Making a contract II: issues of formation (intention, agreement establishing a contract, offer and acceptance, time and place of conclusion of a contract, etc)
5. Making a contract III: the right of withdrawal in general and the specific ones applicable to B2C, the issue of representation, interpretation of the contract
6. Content and validity I: contents and effects of a contract (the terms of the contract, simulation, contract in favour a third party, unfair terms)
7. Content and validity II: grounds of invalidity and consequences of invalidity
8. Performance I: issues of performance of the contract (place, time, order, delivery, conformity, passing of risk)
9. Performance II: remedies for non-performance (B2B and B2C)
10. Changes in some aspects of the contract: change of the parties (assignment of the contractual right); set-off and merger; prescription
11. Specific contractual obligations: lease of goods; provision of services
12. Written Exam, Signature
Books, recommended readings (to be completed):
1. Miller, Lucinda: The Emergence of EU Contract Law. Exploring Europeanization. Oxford Studies in European Law, Oxford University Press, Oxford 2011.
2. Beale, Hugh; Fauvarque-Cosson, Bénédicte; Rutgers, Jacobien; Tallon, Denis and Vogenauer, Stefan:  Ius Commune Casebooks for the Common Law of Europe  -  no. 6; Contract Law, 2nd Edition, Hart Publishing, Oxford 2010. (www.casebooks.eu) 
3. Fauvarque-Cosson, Bénédicte and Mazeaud, Denis (eds.): European Contract Law. Materials for a Common Frame of Reference: Terminology, Guiding Principles, Model Rules, sellier. european law publishers, Munich 2008.
4. Von Bar, Christian and Clive, Eric (eds.) - (prepared by Study Group on a European Civil Code/Research Group on EC Private Law (Acquis Group)): Draft Common Frame of Reference (DCFR). Full Edition (vols. 1-6.). Principles, Definitions and Model Rules of European Private Law, sellier. european law publishers, Munich 2009.
5. Schulte-Nölke, Hans; Twigg-Flesner, Christian; Ebers, Martin (eds.): Ec Consumer Law Compendium. The Consumer Acquis and its Transposition in the Member States, sellier. european law publishers, Munich 2008. 
With regard to Hungarian contract law
6. Harmathy, Attila (ed.): Introduction to Hungarian Law, Kluwer Law International, The Hague 1998, pp 81-90 and pp 95-134.
7. Szilágyi, Ferenc: National Report on the Transfer of Movables in Hungary, in: Faber, Wolfgang/Lurger, Brigitta (eds.): National Reports on the Transfer of Movables in Europe. Volume 3: Germany, Greece, Lithuania, Hungary, Sellier European Law Publishers, Munich 2011, pp 409-701.
Not yet published 
8. Schulze, Reiner: European Contract Law: A Commentary, Beck Munich, Hart Publishing, Oxford 2012, ISBN: 978-1849463652 (scheduled for Oct 2012)
9. Hesselink, Martijn:  An Introduction to European Contract Law (Introduction to European Private Law), Hart Publishing, Oxford 2013, ISBN: 978-1841131931 (scheduled for the end of 2013)
