Intercultural Communication - Topics and Requirements

PPCU, Faculty of Law and Political Sciences, 2017/18  Monday, 14.00-15.30

Instructor: Dorka Balogh (balogh.dorka@jak.ppke.hu), room 360, 

Monday, 14.00-15.30
DATE        TOPIC                                                              HOMEWORK 

	Class 1

(18. Sept.)
	Introduction, requirements,
 the concept and definitions of culture 
	Write a short (max 6-10 sentences) cultural briefing about your country; Do the quiz – on separate sheet;
Read pages 13-14 (What is int. comm?)


	Class 2 

(25. Sept.)
	Barriers to intercultural communication; Stereotypes  
	Read pp 27-28 (Cultural dimensions)
Search the net for information about Hofstede


	Class 3 

(2. Oct.)
	Cultural models (Hall, Hofstede, Trompenaars), case studies  
	Prepare a short presentation of your own culture using the cultural models

Read: What are the Hungarians like?(on separate handout)


	Class 4 

(9. Oct.)
	Dimensions of national culture 1.:
impressions of Hungarian culture
Presentations (cultural briefings)
	Read: European perceptions (pages 48-49)


	Class 5 

(16. Oct.)
	Dimensions of national culture 2.: Presentations (cultural briefings)
continued
	Read: Coca-colonisation (page 50)
Optional task: video on American identity:

http://video.pbs.org/video/1409077251/


FALL BREAK
	Class 6 

(6. Nov.)
	TEST 1 (from the material of classes 1-5)
Discussion 1.: American vs European culture   
	Read: 1. Logomania (page 54)
 2. US cultural icons (on separate handout)


	Class 7 

(13.Nov.) 
	Globalisation;   Discussion 2.: Consumer society
	Read: People on the move  (page 59)


	Class 8 

(20.Nov.)
	Migration and multiculturalism  
Discussion 3.: Religion and conflict
	Read: A short history of the human rights movement (pp 77-79)   


	Class 9

(27.Nov)
	Human rights;  Discussion 4: The changing role of women
	Prepare for Test 2


	Class 10

(4.Dec.)
	TEST II ( from the material of classes  7-9)
	


	Class11

(11.Dec.)
	Evaluation
	


Compulsory reading:
- Intercultural Communication – compiled handouts
Recommended reading:
- Fred E. Jandt: An Introduction to Cross Cultural Communication (Sage, 2011)

- Richard Hill: We, Europeans
Recommended website:
-     www.cyborlink.com
· https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
· http://www.un.org/en/index.shtml
Recommended topics for the essay:

1. The Global influence of the USA (pros and cons)
2. Nationalism and Patriotism 

3. Migration and Asylum Policies in the EU and/or the US
4. Humanitarian Organisations (introduction, their role and activities)

5. Introduction/ analysis of a political/religious conflict

6. Introduction of a situation, where human rights have been violated (case study)

7. The environmental challenges of the 21st century

8. White-collar crime

9. Islamic law (and its implications in international communication)

10. Energy security and alternative energies

11. Ethical business

12. The growth of the BRICs, global shifts of power
13. Global cultural stereotypes about women in management

14. Subcultures

15. Brexit and its influence on the EU

Assignments during the course:

During the course you’ll have to give a.)1 presentation on your culture, b.)lead a discussion in a given topic,  and c.)hand in an essay in one of the topics listed above.
a.) 8-10-minute presentation of your culture including some aspects on legal culture and legal education in your country – ppt or prezi
 b.) 15-20 minute interactive discussion leading, with a short introduction of the topic  ( You are supposed to involve the group with questions and interactive tasks prepared in advance: bring copies of handouts for everyone with your questions and tasks!) – ppt or prezi is welcome
c.) essay: 2-3 page essay on one of the topics recommended above with clear indication of the sources you have used (you may choose any other topic related to intercultural communication)

Deadline for handing in the essay: 27 November 
Elements of marking:

Test 1:                      35%

Test 2:                      35%

Presentation1:          10%

Discussion leading:  10%

Essay:                       10%    to be handed in by 27.November
TOTAL:               100%   

Grades (according to the 3-scale grading system) will be determined based on the following scheme: 

1-59%: Fail,     60-79%: Sufficient,     80-100%: Excellent
Rules of attendance:

· You may miss a maximum of 2 classes during the semester without any consequences, but no absence is accepted at the time of the 2 tests and when your presentation/discussion is in due course.

Missing one of the tests means losing 35% from the total of the obtainable 100% (see above).
· After 3 absences signature for attendance is not granted. 
Please note that holding the presentation and leading the discussion is a strict obligation.
